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KARL MARX
Team: Raging Proletariat

Position: Long on

Status: Infectious Nosferatu

Karl Marx (1818–eternity) is not the monster under the bed. However, he may very well be a vampire. Even though he sup-

posedly died in 1883, mobs with torches, credit cards, and wooden stakes are still running around the countryside chasing 

after him and the people he’s bitten with his evil theories. Seems a bit extreme to me, but I don’t read those vampire books 

that teenage girls really like, so what do I really know about vampires?

In addition to the very scary beard, there were plenty of reasons Marx raised the hackles of his contemporaries. The 

most important of those reasons, however, was probably embodied in the idea of praxis, which can be roughly thought of 

as a commitment not just to pursuing knowledge but to putting that knowledge into committed action. Thus, Marx wasn’t 

just a theorist who criticized capitalism and argued that the contradictions inherent in its dynamics would cause a revolt 

against it and the governments that were dependent on it. He was a radical who was trying to change the world by putting 

those theories into action. In fact, it would be fair to say that he was hell-bent on changing the world.

Marx was active in socialist meetings. He published articles and essays critical of the very existence of governments. 

He edited several publications and managed to get pretty much all of the papers and journals he worked for banned or shut 

down because of what he printed. He set up the Communist Correspondence Committee to help link socialist leaders across 

Europe, and then he followed that up with the Communist League. The league’s stated purpose was to overthrow pretty 

much everything capitalistic and create a society without private property. That was not real popular with the people who 

had stuff and liked having stuff. Marx was so unpopular with people who liked their stuff that he was chased out of Prussia, 

France, Belgium, and then France again. Seriously, what do you have to do to get chased out of Belgium?
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such antipathy. A century of intense international politics, along with numerous domestic 
political struggles over economics and government, has created a mythology around Marx. 
He is deified by one side, demonized by the other, and distorted by both.

As a starting point, it is important for students to disassociate Marx’s ideas from what 
the former Soviet Union, East Germany, China, North Korea, Rush Limbaugh, Newt  
Gingrich, and Sean Hannity label or have labeled Marxism. It is pretty safe to say that if 
Marx could see the oppression, brutality, and misery inflicted by so-called Marxist govern-
ments, or the way anyone on Fox News uses the term socialist, he would roll over in his 
grave. In fact, it is all but certain that anyone using the word socialism or socialist on TV in 
the United States has absolutely no understanding of what the word actually means. 
Marx’s version of socialism differed greatly from the anti-imperialist, party-driven, dictato-
rial variants that Vladimir Ilich Lenin (1870–1924), Joseph Stalin (1879–1953), Mao Zedong 
(1893–1976), Dick Cheney (1941–2009),* and others have used to justify placing strangleholds 

* Contrary to popular belief, Dick Cheney is not the reincarnation of Margaret Thatcher. He’s actually a Cylon who was redownloaded 
and upgraded to an MS Vista 1.1 Beta operating system in 2009. It is also worth noting that Bill Gates attributes the failure of MS 
Vista to Dick’s need for an operating system that supports a great deal of ancient and outdated legacy code. 




